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Futures -ready Ulysseus Innovators: A Futures 

Lab for Life Sciences  
 

Beneficiary Module BIP code : TBD  
 

Summary of Information:  

 

In which city is the BIP located?  Innsbruck  

Name of the hosting university?   MCI Entrepreneurial School  

Name of the coordinating university?   MCI Entrepreneurial School  

Ulysseus BIP topics?  ● Entrepreneurship;  

● Multilingual &  intercultural 

competences;  

● Equality Diversity & Inclusion;  

● Citizen Engagement  

● Topic related to the Ulysseus 

Innovation Hubs : MCI 

Innovation On 

Entrepreneurship & 

Sustainable Impact  

●  Transversal/Interdisciplinary 

topics aligned with the 

Ulysseus Mission   

 

ISCED code, according to the list in annex 1 (for 

a BIP for students):  

ISCED: 050, 051, 052, 058, 068, 091, 098  
 

Amount of ECTS:  3 

Expected participants (students, staff or the 

two ones) and the expected study level for 

students:  

Students (Masters and PhD students)  

-  Maximum number of desired Erasmus BIP 

participants (granted or zero granted ) and 

precise if non BIP participants, can be added   

 

a maximum of 27 students.  
HH: 3 / USE: 5 / UniCA: 5 / UniGe: 5 / 
TUKE: 3 / UCG: 1 / MCI: 3  
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Start/End dates of the virtual component:  

 

10 February 2027  

Start/End dates of the physical component:  22 – 26 February 2027  

Language and level required:  English C1  

Available funding:   

Hosting university’s registration deadline  

 

15/01/27 

Application Details:  Please contact your Ulysseus Local 
Mobility Officers in this table below. 
Feel free to reach out to them with any 
questions. They will manage the 
selection process internally.  

Contact details of Ulysseus Local Mobility Officers:  

University of Seville:  mobilityulysseus@us.es  

Université Côte d’Azur:  mobility -ulysseus@univ -cotedazur.fr  

University of Genoa:  mobility.ulysseus@info.unige.it  

Technical University of Kosice:  natalia.vaskova@tuke.sk  

MCI The Entrepreneurial School®:  mobilityofficer.ulysseus@mci.edu  

Haaga -Helia University of Applied Sciences:  mobilityulysseus@haaga -helia.fi  

University of Münster:  mobilityulysseus@uni -muenster.de  

University of Montenegro:  ulysseusmobility@ucg.ac.me  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

mailto:mobilityulysseus@us.es
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mailto:mobilityofficer.ulysseus@mci.edu
mailto:mobilityulysseus@haaga-helia.fi
mailto:mobilityulysseus@uni-muenster.de
mailto:ulysseusmobility@ucg.ac.me
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BIP proposal  
 

 Futures -ready Ulysseus Innovators :  

A Futures Lab for Life Sciences  

 

General Course  Information  

 

Scientific and technological progress is advancing at an unprecedented pace. 

Innovations such as artificial intelligence in healthcare, synthetic biology, gene 

editing, precision medicine, digital health, and climate -responsive biotechnology 

are reshaping societies and creating opportunities alongside complex ethical, 

environmental, and social challenges. In this rapidly evolving context, technical 

expertise alone is no longer sufficient. Future scientists must also be capable of 

anticipating change, workin g across disciplines, and making informed decisions 

under conditions of uncertainty.  

 

This Blended Intensive Programme (BIP) introduces Master's students in Life 

Sciences to Futures Literacy as a competency for anticipating and shaping the 

future of health, biotechnology and environmental sustainability. This BIS is 

structured around the UNESCO Futures Literacy Laboratory (FLL) methodology , 

enabling participants to uncover and challenge their assumptions, explore 

alternative futures, and develop anticipatory competencies for responsible 

research and innovation in the Life Sciences.  

 

 

● Ulysseus Priority topics:  

● BIP topics from the Ulysseus 2.0 proposal: Entrepreneurship;  

Multilingual & intercultural competences; E quality D iversity & Inclusion ; 

Citizen Engagement  

● BIP topics related to the Ulysseus Innovation Hubs  – YES: MCI Innovation 

on  Entrepreneurship & Sustainable Impact  

●   Transversal/Interdisciplinary topics aligned with the Ulysseus Mission   

 

● Target group:  

Students  

 

● Level (for students):  

● Master  

●  PhD  
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● Field of stu dy: Life Sciences / STEM , Economics, Management, Social 

Sciences, Law, others…  

 

● Course dates from (please including the dates of the virtual part and + 

the physical part ) 22 /02 / 27  to 26 /02 / 27   

● Registration  dates  are open from  Mid -September  to 15/ 01/27  

 

Course Content  

● Course Outline:  

o The BIP will be centred around a Futures Literacy Lab (FLL)  

inspired by the UNESCO Futures Literacy method ology. Rather than 

teaching participants to predict the future, this programme will 

enable the participants to develop the anticipatory competencies 

required by futures Innovators to navigate uncertainty, address 

complex societal challenges, and contribute to responsible research 

and innovation.  

o Participants will work in international  and multidisciplinary teams 

on Life Sciences challenge related to human health, biotechnology, 

environmental sustainability, food systems, or emerging biomedical 

technologies.  

 

● Course content:  

o This programme  combines the UNESCO Futures Lab methodology 

with interdisciplinary perspectives from the Life Sciences to develop 

anticipatory competencies for responsible research and innovation.  

o S tudents will explore the following thematic areas:  

- Anticipation and Imagination  

- Systems Thinking  

- Value -Based Thinking  

- Reflexivity and Ex -novation  

- Participatory Thinking  

- Creativity and Future -Oriented Decision -Making  

- Communication for Futures  

- Integrating Anticipatory Competencies  
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● Learning Outcomes:  

Following this course, students will be able to:  

o Apply Futures Literacy principles to explore multiple plausible 

futures and use anticipation as a resource for scientific inquiry and 

responsible decision -making.  

o Critically evaluate the ethical, social, environmental, and economic 

implications of emerging scientific and technological developments, 

recognising competing values and trade -offs.  

o Demonstrate reflexivity by questioning assumptions, challenging 

dominant narratives, and critically reflecting on existing scientific 

paradigms and professional practices.  

o Collaborate effectively in interdisciplinary and multicultural teams 

using participatory approaches that foster dialogue, inclusion, 

stakehol der engagement, and co -creation.  

Integrate anticipation, systems thinking, value -based reasoning, reflexivity, 

participation, and creativity into responsible research and innovation practices . 

 

Course Practical Details  

● Practical Details  

o Start date virtual part : 10/02 /26  – 17:00 – 18:00  o’clock  

o Start date of the physical part: 22 /02 /27  – 26 /0 2/2027  

o Final Assignment Deadline: 26.03.27  

o Teaching language: English  

o Location: MCI The Entrepreneurial School, Innsbruck, Austria  

o ECTS: 3 

o Workload: 75  

o The maximum number of participants : 27   

o Contact:  mobilityofficer.ulysseus@mci.edu   

 

Physical Mobility  

 The physical mobility part will be running from 22 /02 /27 in Innsbruck, Austria.  

The focus of the physical mobility will be the Futures Literacy Lab . In this 

mailto:mobilityofficer.ulysseus@mci.edu
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method of futures thinking, designed by the UNESCO, students will enhance 

their individual futures literacy competence. This entails the ability to imagine 

and anticipate different future worlds, becoming aware of individual 

assumptions and value orientati ons grounding these future imaginations, 

breaking assumptions to develop alternative futures, and designing them by 

building future artefacts and developing an immersive future narration. Along 

the future literacy lab, students will furthermore gain practi cal experiences 

with methods and tools of futures thinking (e.g., futures wheel, future 

personas, hot seat from the future, seeds of good anthropocene, improv 

techniques). Furthermore, they will experience whether and to what extent AI 

might fuel our ability of future imagination.  

 

 Morning   Afternoon  

Day 1  8:00 – 11:30 

Welcome to the Lab   

Opening session + Ice breaker  

What is Futures Thinking & Futures 

Literacy? Basic concepts, 

assumptions and conceptual 

foundation  

 

12:30 – 14:30  

Lab Phase I -   Reveal: f rom Tacit to 

Explicit  

Day 2  8:30 -11:30 

Lab Phase I – Reveal: f rom Tacit to 

Explicit (continued)  

 

 

 

12:30 - 14:30  

Lab Phase II – Reframe : breaking 

assumptions about the future  

Day 3  8:30 -11:30 

Lab Phase II – Reframe : breaking 

assumptions about the future  

(continued)  

 

 

 12:30 - 14:30  

Lab Phase III – Rethink: building and 

experiences alternative futures   

Day 4  8:30 -11:30 

Lab Phase III  – Rethink: building 

and experiences alternative futures  

(continued)  

 

 

 

12:30 - 14:30  

Lab phase IV – developing future 

narratives  

 

Day 5  8:30 -11:30 

Lab Phase IV – developing future 

narratives (continued)  

 

 

 

12:30 - 14:30  

Wrap -up and reflections  
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Virtual Component/Part   

● Practical Details Regarding the Virtual Component:  

o Virtual Seminar on 10/02 /27  

o Topic:   Why Futures Literacy matters in an increasingly 

dynamic and complex world?  

o Pre -lab reflection: Completing a self -assessment of invidual 

“Futures Consciousness” (online self -assessment tool to which 

students will get access to)  

- The purpose of this virtual seminar will introduce 

participants to Futures Literacy and its relevance for 

navigating uncertainty, complexity, and rapid change. 

Participants will explore how assumptions and expectations 

about the future shape the way we understand the present 

and make decisions.  

- Pre -Lab Reflection – Futures Consciousness Self -

Assessment  Before the Futures Lab, participants will 

complete an online Futures Consciousness self -assessment. 

The exercise is designed as a personal reflection rather than an 

evaluation, helping participants identify how they approach 

uncertainty, alternative futur es, and long -term thinking. The 

results will provide a starting point for reflection and 

discussion during the Futures Lab.  

 

Requirements  

● Students must be enrolled in a Master  or PhD  Programme in one of the 

Ulysseus partner university  at the time of the BIP. English knowledge is 

required  (C1 level) , since the programme will be taught in English.  

 

Application Process  

● Each Ulysseus University partner will select a maximum of 27  students . 

HH: 3 / USE: 5 / UniCA: 5 / UniGe: 5 / TUKE: 3 / UCG: 1 / MCI: 3  
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● This BIP follows the internal application procedures of each member of 

the Ulysseus European U niversity. Please contact your home institution 

for details.  

 

Professors  

- Prof. Dr. Oliver Som  

- Dr. Natacha Mosenhauer  

- External lecturer(s) (t.b.d.) … 
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The Ulysseus Action has received funding from the European Union’s Erasmus + Programme 

under the grant agreement No 10 1124733 . The views and opinions expressed in this communication 

are the sole responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European 

Commission  
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Annex 1: ISCED CODES  
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