Architecture
& Tourism
Academic course

Level of course unit: Master
ECTS: 2
Language of Instruction: English
Course Dates: tbd
Course will take place on site at the MCI in
Innsbruck
Learning Outcomes:
This course, “Architecture and Tourism”, is an
introduction to the field of space, architecture, and
design in the context of the tourism and leisure
industry.
Building on a general clarification and discussion
of historical and contemporary ideas and notions of
tourism architecture and design, this course will
provide you with the basic knowledge necessary to
make sound tourism management decisions in the field
of
building
and
design.
By
the
end
of
this
course,
you
will
- know and understand basic terms and definitions in
the
field
of
architecture
and
design
- be able to recognize basic architectural ideas and
concepts in your surrounding and hence be able to
further develop a critical view on the built
environment
- be able to discuss the interrelations between
architecture
and
tourism
- be able to discuss current issues and challenges
concerning
architecture
and
tourism
- gain an understanding of how tourism affects cities
and
the
built
environment
- recognize the functions of architecture for tourism
at
both
the
business
and
destination
level
- have a practical knowledge of a building process
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- know what architects actually do and which services
you can expect from an architect

Course Contents:
This course will start with a journey through the
history,
present
and
future
of
architecture & tourism to deepen the understanding
of the relationship between both topics. But! Is
Covid-19 changing the rules of the game? We will try
to come up with ideas and visions of our built
environment and how a new understanding of tourism
will change picture of cities and touristic
infrastructures
in
particular.
Everything seems to have changed and a simple return
to business as usual seems more and more unlikely,
if Pharma industry doesn't find a proper vaccine to
end the pandemic.but even if it does, in reality we
have to be prepared to have more choices and
possibilities to deal with these extreme situations,
without having to shut down whole countries.
In tourism the consequences of Covid-19 really forces
businesses to rethink their possibilities and come
up
with
new
ideas
and
alternatives.
We are at a moment time, when Universities and other
scientific institutions have the task to develop
possible scenarios on what a livable and attractive
future could look like. And this is, what we try to
do
this
term.
The seminar will be divided into three parts and will
give an insight into architecture and its influence
on our society, the perception of our environment,
our behaviour and its relationship to social and
economic issues in our society. The seminar will
include
informative
as
well
as
participatory
elements, where students will take an active role
during the lessons. We will undertake a small
excursion to Innsbruck where we try to experience and
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understand the city in a more elaborate way.
Part 1: Is there more to it? - The influence of
architecture and design on our society and how the
image
of
architecture
is
being
used
by
tourism. We will start with a series of questions,
trying to find our own views, attitudes and positions
towards architecture and design. What is design?
Where do we meet design? How is design generated? Is
architecture the same thing as design? What does the
sentence “form follows function” mean? Is there
something beyond? Why is design necessary? What is
architecture good for? We will talk about the
“decorated shed” and we will be “Learning from Las
Vegas”. We will try to get beyond superficiality. We
will analyse the connection between image and content
and try to understand how new ways in tourism lead
to new ways in architecture and design. Or is it the
other
way
around?
Part
2:
The meaning of aesthetics in tourism – learning from
history to design the future. A new and innovative
connection between tourism and architecture in the
spotlight of social and economic change. Again, we
will try to discuss the question, how the change in
our own contemporary epistemic perception of society
might also have changed the self-understanding of
tourism. Can this change be seen in architecture? We
will also envision, where this journey is going to
take us, what kind of new developments will happen
in
the
near
future.
Alpine tourism will show us the fine borderlines
between authenticity and cliché. World exhibitions
and Expos show how design and architecture will lead
us to a new and sustainable understanding of tourism.
Part 3: Exploring the city we live in. On our one day
excursion to Innsbruck we will get to know the city
from its architectural side, learn about history,
design, innovation, important buildings. But we will
also explore and document elements and impressions
of the city actively. Not like tourists following
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some guide like a herd of sheep, but as city users
and as urban participants.

Contact Person for registration:
internationalcentre@ulysseus.eu
Application Deadline: 31.08.2022
Available Spots: 3
Fee: EUR 20, 70 (Austrian Students’ Union Fee)
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The Ulysseus Action has received funding from the European Union’s Erasmus
+ Programme under the grant agreement No 101004050. The views and opinions
expressed in this communication are the sole responsibility of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Commission
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